RE-ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE   EMPIRE

were only hoisted when the wind was favourable. Those who raided
France came chiefly from Denmark, coasting along the shore in
small flotillas. They sailed up the rivers, sucking the churches
and destroying the towns, or else exacted a ransom paid in silver
livres as a condition of sparing the country. Tin; first bands
appeared before the end of Charlemagne's reign. After the middle
of the ninth century the invaders established themselves with their
families in entrenched camps near the mouths of the rivers, from
whence they set out every spring on their pillaging raids in the
interior,

By this time the Bretons, who had settled on the coasts of
Armorica since the fifth century, had also peopled the interior
and were all united under a family of chiefs who assumed the
title of king in the ninth century and waged war against the kings
of France, These Breton kings, who bore Breton names, such as
Nomenoe or Judicacl, had their residence in Breton-speaking
districts. They extended their sway over Romance-speaking
territory as far as the river Goucsnon, and this region still bears
the name of Upper Brittany (la Haute-Bnlaftw}, though Breton
is not spoken there, But their descendants, driven out of Breton
territory by the incursions of the'Norse warriors, took refuge in
Nantes, in French-speaking territory, where they accepted the
position of vassals of the king of France, bearing in future the title
of duke only, and became French princes, surrounded by a
French-speaking court. There was no longer any princely court
or residence left in the Breton-speaking region in which a Breton
civilization or literature could grow up. The inhabitants of Breton,
speaking Brittany, or Lower Brittany, remained peasants and had
in future the reputation of a half-savage people.

The Norsemen who had established themselves cm the Seine
settled down in the region called after them Normandy. Their
chief leader, Rollo, who took up his residence at Rouen, became
a Christian, and accepted the position of vassal to the king, with
the title of duke, which became hereditary in his family; he dis-
tributed land to his warriors, who became his vassals, and he
organized a strong authority, forbidding private wars and forcing
all his subjects to recognize the duke's court of law. No princes
were so well obeyed as the Norman dukes,

The Normans, having turned Christian and mingled with the
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